THE  FUTURE   POLICY  OF  RUSSIA

Bosphorus. It is not only possible, but, if the affair is
cleverly managed, it is probable that the Porte would agree
to a Russian protectorate in this form. In former years
the Sultan could believe that the jealousy of the European
Powers would give him guarantees against Russia. For

England and Austria the maintenance of Turkey was a                         |

traditional policy; but Gladstone's public utterances have                         |*

deprived the Sultan of this support not only in London but                         |,

also in Vienna, for one cannot suppose that the cabinet of                         i

Vienna would at Reichstadt have dropped the traditions of                         |

the Metternich period (Ypsilanti, hostility to the liberation                         $

of Greece), had it been sure of English support.    The                         I

check of gratitude to the Emperor Nicholas had already                         i

been broken by Buol during the Crimean war, and at the                         |

congress of Paris the attitude of Austria had turned back                         |

to the old Metternich direction; this was all the more evi-                         1

dent, since it was not softened by the financial relations of                         I

that statesman to the Russian Emperor, but rather had                         I

been intensified by the injury done to Count Buol's vanity.                           if(

The Austria of 1856 would, but for the dissolving effects                            \

of the blundering English policy, not have cut itself adrift                            |

from England, or from the Porte, even for the sake of Bos-                            I

nia.    As things are at the present day, it is not probable                           ' jj,

that the Sultan expects from England, or Austria, as much                            }

assistance and protection as Russia could promise without                            |

surrendering her own interests, and in virtue of her prox-                            j

imity successfully afford.                                                                                 |

If Russia, as soon as she is sufficiently ready, if neces-                            ;

sary, to fall upon and overrun the Sultan and the Bosphorus                            |

by land and sea, makes a personal and confidential proposal                            v,

to the Sultan to guarantee him his position in the Seraglio                            |

and all his provinces, not only against foreign countries
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